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VAYERA

SHABBAT WILL START AT 5:38pm AND TERMINATE AT 6:39pm 

FRIDAY NIGHT
5:40pm MINCHA, KABBALAT SHABBAT & MA’ARIV 

in the Nissan and Rifca Deal Halls

5:30pm SEPHARDI MINCHA, KABBALAT SHABBAT & MA’ARIV
 in the Sephardi Synagogue

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES
7:45am HASHKAMA in the Nissan and Rifca Deal Halls

9:15am MAIN SERVICE in the Main Synagogue
led by Chazan Eli Sufrin

Kriat Hatorah by Michael Fluss
Rabbi Lawrence will speak

9:30am THE MINYAN in the Nissan and Rifca Deal Halls
Kriat Hatorah by Carl White

Rabbi Laitner will speak

9:00am SEPHARDI SERVICE in the Sephardi Synagogue
led by Rabbi Heller and Reuben Gorji

9:45am YOUTH SERVICE in the Kinloss Suite

10.45am CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
Ages 0 – 4 in the Kinloss Suite Foyer - run by Michal Bassalian and Coral Harding

Reception to Yr 2 – in the Nemetnejad Room – run by Natalie Sommer
Yr 3 - Yr6 - in the Newman Room - run by Jason Marantz

NO BOOKINGS ARE REQUIRED  IN ADVANCE  FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES.  
HOWEVER, ADULTS ARE STILL REQUIRED TO WEAR MASKS

Kiddushim will resume next Shabbat

SHABBAT AFTERNOON
5:40pm MINCHA AND SHIUR by Rabbi Laitner titled

‘Brothers & Others: studying Rabbi Sacks’ shiur on Yitzchak and Yishmael 
ahead of his first yahrzeit’

6:39pm MA’ARIV & TERMINATION OF SHABBAT   
in the Main Synagogue

וירא



VAYERA STATISTICS
Mitzvot:     	 None of the 613 Mitzvot
Verses:  	 147 (7th longest of the 54 Sidrot)
Words:  	 2085 (2nd  longest)
Letters:      	 7862 (3rd  longest)
Haftarah:   	 37 verses (8th  longest of the 80 Haftarot)     
Vayera is effectively the second longest Sidra of the Torah 
(it has unusually long verses). 

Today’s Revii is the 2nd longest of the Torah.

Page No. SONCINO HERTZ ARTSCROLL

Sidra 86 63 78

Haftarah 113 76 1134

The significance of ‘these things…’ 
Michael Laitner  

 
‘And it was (vayehi) after these things, and God (HaElokim) tested Avraham…’ 
(Bereishit/Genesis 22:1) 
  
This familiar pasuk (verse) opens the Torah’s description of Akeidat Yitzchak, the binding of 
Isaac.  From the perspective of both peshat (the straightforward meaning of the text) and the 
perspective of derash (what religious message do the commentators or students of the Torah 
find in the words), there are many questions we could ask about our verse.  
 
For example, what are ‘these things’? Why does the Torah use such unspecific language? Why 
is the name ‘Elokim’ used and with a direct object? Why is the word ‘nisa’ which we translated 
as ‘tested’ used here, this being the only time that this form of the verb is used in the whole of 
the Torah? Why is this story introduced by the word ‘vayehi’ (and it was)? 
 
If you look at the Torah as it is written in a Sefer Torah, you will notice that the both the 
previous and subsequent paragraphs to our pasuk also begin with the word ‘vayehi’.  In a 
‘regular’ Chumash, this corresponds to chapter 21 verse 22 and 22:20 respectively.  In fact, 
22:20 even duplicates the phrase ‘after these things’! 
 
The previous paragraph describes Avraham’s covenant with Avimelech, king of the land of 
Gerar.  The following paragraph describes the growth of the family of Avraham’s brother 
Nachor.  Perhaps therefore, our pasuk should be read as part of a sequence which is linked to 
the previous and subsequent paragraphs by use of the word ‘vayehi’ 
 
Radak (Rabbi David Kimche, 1160-1235), better known as Radak, asks who would believe 
Avraham, who was alone with Yitzchak, if Avraham told this whole story.  Radak suggests that 
the story of the Akeidat Yitzchak was not for the generation when it occurred, but for future 
generations who would read about it in the Torah that Moses wrote at God’s instruction. We 
can suggest that inclusion of this story in the Torah would attest to its veracity.  Future 
generations would learn about Avraham’s love for God, prompting us to think about the 
seriousness of our obligations as Jews even though this can sometimes be challenging and 
difficult.  Avraham understood the primacy of God despite the possibility of losing Yitzchak 
and the fact that this might not square with God’s other promises to him, at least from 
Avraham’s perspective.  God would make the promises work.  Before the Torah was written, 
the story of the Akeidat Yitzchak was passed down through Avraham’s descendants.  Its 
inclusion in the Torah made it available to the world as a divinely approved statement of faith 
in God. 
 



The Long View on Chesed 
This week the prayer halls were open in Bushey 
Cemetery for the first time since the onset of Covid.  
There was an eerie familiarity returning to funerals and 
consecrations with their solemn resonance and echo.  
I could not help but remember that the last time I had 
been inside one of the halls, it had been full, floor to 
ceiling with stacks of empty coffins, an ominous 
acknowledgement of the pandemic.  Now, the hall was 
no longer a storeroom – but each of those empty 
caskets was now full and lay beneath the fields 
outside. 

This week’s Parasha opens with Hashem’s “pastoral 
visit”, through the three Melachim, to Avraham who is 
recuperating from his Brit Mila (aged 99, at the end of 
last week’s reading).  As they depart, Hashem, himself, 
engages Avraham in a challenging conversation. 

It opens, ה ַֽ י עֹש  ר אֲנִִ֥ ָ֖ ם אֲש  אַבְרָהָָ֔ ַֽ ה אֲנִי֙ מ  ֶּ֤ מְכַס  ר הַַֽ  וַַֽיקֹוָָ֖ק אָמָָ֑
(Bereishit 18:17) Hashem asks himself, “shall I hide 
from Avraham what I am going to do?... Avraham, 
whom I have selected to do just and right...”  
Thereafter, Hashem discloses His punitive judgment 
on Sodom and Gemorrah.  Avraham, as we recall, 
endeavours without success to negotiate the salvation 
of the cities, if only fifty, then forty five, forty… all the 
way down to ten righteous people, can be found 
inside.  Alas, there are not. 

Of course, we learn from the “test” that Avraham 
needed to protest the destruction of innocent and 
plead for the lives of others.  Nonetheless, Chazal 
wrestle with the idea of a test where even the prayers 
of an Avraham are unsuccessful. 

The Talmud (Yevamot 64a) states, “Hashem desires 
the prayers of the Tzaddikim… they are like a pitchfork.  
Just as a pitchfork turns produce from one place to 
another, the prayers of Tzaddikim turn Hashem’s 
attribute of anger to His attribute of mercy.” 

Rav Nosson Sternhartz of Nemirov (1780–1845) was 
the disciple of the Rav Nachman of Bratzslav, 
responsible for the transcription of the Rebbe’s 
teachings.  In his work, Likutei Halachot, he explains 
the destruction of Sodom dialogue from this 
perspective.   

Rav Nosson explains that Hashem welcomed 
Avraham’s prayers and intercession.  Though the cities 
were not spared, and even though Melachim were en 
route to Sodom and Lot, who lived within, Hashem had 

not yet determined absolutely that 
Lot and his family (who were not 
righteous) should be spared.  Lot’s 
wife and daughters only survived 
through the merit of Avraham’s 
Tefilla.  In the context of Bereishit 18-20, these few 
survivors seem all but insignificant against the 
destruction and greater loss of life.  However, explains 
Rav Nosson, their survival was a necessary step in the 
chain of events leading to the birth of Moab, to Ruth, 
Jesse, the dynasty of Kind David and then ultimate 
redemption in the Messianic era. 

We might not understand the success of our Tefilla in 
our lifetimes.  We might even imagine that we have 
failed.  Nonetheless, Hashem is moved by earnest 
prayer and the results, though delayed, might be truly 
momentous. 

We should not underestimate the long-term value of 
any small act of Chessed. 

One highlight of my week was the chance to speak to 
Dov Forman about his collaborative book with his 

great-grandmother, 96 year old 
Holocaust Survivor, Lily Ebert.  Dov 
is a remarkable 17 year-old and 
someone to watch!  Over the last 
couple of years, Dov has shared 
Lily’s story through social media, 
bringing survivor testimony to new 
young audiences, and making it 
especially relatable through his 

own youthful commentary.  Their book, “Lily’s 
Promise” tells of her resolution in Auschwitz to make 
the world better and kinder if she survived the 
destruction.  Four generations on, Dov’s building on 
that resolve is being followed by hundreds of 
thousands with an incalculable ripple-effect beyond.   

You can watch my conversation with Dov on 
https://youtu.be/yup2fCqcgIY   

In the meanwhile, stay safe.  I look forward to seeing 
you in shul and around. 

Shabbat Shalom 

 
R’ Jeremy Lawrence 







*  Mazel tov to Rebecca & Daniel Ellis on the birth of their son Rafi, and to Noah on 
becoming a brother. Also to proud grandparents Michele Ellis, David Ellis and 
Barbara & Jeffrey Stone. Mazel tov also to Great-Grandma Fay Levy. 

*  Mazel tov to Avishai & Dina Kestenbaum on the birth of a daughter Liana Sadie. 
Special congratulations to the great grandparents Barry & Jean Zackon, Gaby & Harold 
Goldblatt and to grandparents Deborah & Jonathan Kestenbaum with Orna & Ghassan 
Cohen.

*  Mazel tov to Margi & Leo Abeles on the ocassion of the birth of a greatgrandchild to 
Yaakov & Dassi Abeles, and also on the engagement of their grandaughter, Avigail to 
Moshe Katanka.

*  Mazel tov to Brandon Horwitz on becoming a Freeman of the City of London.

  
LUNCH & LEARN 

WEDNESDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2021
in the Kinloss Building and on Zoom

Starts at 1:00pm
With Rabbi Wayland 

in Liora Graham Beit Hamidrash 
and streamed via zoom - www.kinloss.org.uk/landl

£5 for light lunch
 For information or to book, please email Lucy on ket@kinloss.org.uk or 020 8349 5267



Mazel Tov to the Children in our 
 	   Community celebrating their 	
	            birthdays              	
	

Peyton Stoller (8)
Jamie Spencer (7)
Isabelle Dyan (5)
Sophie Dyan (5)
Kitty Clyne (9)

Raphael Loberman (4)
Willow Green (1)
Louis Goodall (9)

Sapira Goldman (11)
Annabelle Zitren (5)
Maytal Goldman (8)

Amalya Schuchman (8)
Rafi Zinkin (8)

Mya Rosenberg (3)  





‘ Kinloss Knit, Stitch and Natter’ 
Group in Kinloss

Tuesdays @ 3pm 
in the Nemetnejad Room

For more details, please visit 
www.kinloss.org.uk/knit

WE URGENTLY NEED VOLUNTEERS TO JOIN OUR SECURITY ROTAS

Shul members, PLEASE join our security rotas for shifts. 
 Our Shul is one of the most visible, high profile buildings in London. 

The Community remains on a serious state of alert and we MUST provide a visible deterrent.  
You would only be required for one hour every 8 weeks, on Shabbat morning.  

Please email :  securekinloss@yahoo.co.uk 
or call Martin Shiers  on 07831 836 031, to volunteer and register. 

THE FRIENDSHIP CLUB AT KINLOSS 
  is back every Tuesday at Kinloss Shul

                    WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR DRIVERS  FOR PICK UPS AT 9:30AM AND TAKE HOME AT 1:00PM	   
CALL TRUDY ON 020 8346 3925 OR JUST TURN UP  - EVERYONE IS WELCOME!



THROUGH THE PHYLLIS NATHAN TRUST, WE ARE ABLE TO
OFFER FOOD VOUCHERS AND OTHER FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

FOR KINLOSS MEMBERS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, IN CONFIDENCE, PLEASE

CONTACT ROCHELLE ON 020 8349 5263

YEAR 3 GRADUATION,
 SHABBAT CHANUKAH 4/12/21, 
FOR MORE INFO PLEASE EMAIL 

NATALIESOMMER2000@YAHOO.CO.UK

We hope your beautiful and lovely child is happy 
and well

Now in Year 3 but may have visited Natalie's 
service before Covid 19 us befell

Only if so, and your child would like to join our 
Shabbat Chanukah 4/12/21 graduation

Please email nataliesommer2000@yahoo.co.uk 
with a "yes, will attend" without any hesitation!

Some of the children have attended regularly and 
will be doing a Dvar Torah

Your call if your amazing child wants to or not, 
either way, hip hip hoorah!

Looking forward to hearing back from you at your 
earliest convenience 

So I can provide more details and thank you in 
advance for your lenience!

Natalie Sommer 
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Monday 1st November, 5:30pm – 8:30pm 
Kinloss, Finchley United Synagogue

For more information please contact Josh Dubell at josh.dubell@ujia.org

YESHIVA/SEM FAIR 2021



SERVICE TIMES:
We are no longer asking members to book for Shabbat and Weekday Services, 

and we are still unable to accept non members

Weekday Services will be in the  Main Synagogue, and are also on Zoom : www.kinloss.org.uk/zoom

SERVICES
 see שבת)

front page)

Sun 24th
18 cheshvan

Mon 25th
19 cheshvan

Tues 26th
20 cheshvan

Weds 27th
21 cheshvan

Thur 28th 
22 cheshvan

Fri 29th 
23 cheshvan

Shacharit  8:00AM 7:15AM 7:15AM 7:15AM 7:15AM 7:15AM

Sephardi 8:00am 6:30AM 6:30AM 6:30AM 6:30AM 6:30AM

Mincha / 
Ma’ariv

5:25PM 5:25PM 5:25PM 5:25PM 5:25PM
Mincha
Kabbalat 
Shabbat
5:25PM

S H U L 
M E M B E R S H I P 

B I L L S

We really appreciate 

you honouring your 

membership bills at this 

time

Please pay your invoices 
via online BACS 

OR 
the member portal 

https://myus.theus.org.uk/login
OR

 CALL THE OFFICE 020 8346 8551 
SPEAK TO DENISE TO PAY BY 

CREDIT / DEBIT CARD OVER THE 
PHONE



FINCHLEY SYNAGOGUE USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Rabbi Jeremy Lawrence:  07501 895 124

Shimon Gillis, Chief Operations Officer:  020 8349 5264
Safeguarding Officer, Jason Marantz:  02083495262 / safeguarding@kinloss.org.uk

Shul Office: 020 8346 8551
Kinloss Cares:  020 8349 5263

THE KEHILLA WISHES חיים ארוכים “LONG LIFE”
TO THE FOLLOWING WHO HAVE YAHRZEIT

Shabbat 23 OCTOBER
Ivan Burland		  Father
Lucia Kaye			   Father
Joy Lyons			   Father
Monty Zeid			   Father
Sunday 24 OCTOBER 
Robert Cohen		  Father
Simon Crespi-Gulgoz	 Mother
Josephine Elias		  Father
David	Friedman		  Mother
Benson Greenberg		 Father
David	Kutten		  Brother
Michael Staszewski	 Father
Monday 25 OCTOBER
Lorna	Bennett		  Husband
Carol	 Cantor		  Brother
Wendy Class			  Father
Susan	Gradel		  Mother
Helen	Kamiel		  Mother
Eve Kugler			   Sister
Irene Mansfield		  Father
Paul Morris			   Father
Rita Toubkin			  Father
Sandra Wagner		  Father
Martin White		  Daughter
Tuesday 26 OCTOBER
Laurence Cohen		  Father
Zelda	Fassbender		  Sister
Alick Glass			   Brother
John Greenbourne		 Mother
Shiley	Hagai			  Father
Gila Sacks			   Father
Mannie Sher		  Mother
Rycia	 Silverstein		  Mother
George Taylor		  Mother
Martin White		  Sister

Wednesday 27 OCTOBER
Caroline Greenbourne		  Father
Muriel Krieger			   Father
Henry	 Milner			   Mother
Gillian Pincus			   Mother
Pearl Rubin				    Brother
Barbara Rubinstein		  Mother
Brian Silver				    Mother
Clive Sutton				   Father
Thursday 28 OCTOBER
Michael Abrahams			  Father
Anita Alexander-Passe		  Husband
Gabriella Alexander-Passe	 Father
Perry Conway			   Mother
Trevor Gee				    Brother
John Greenbourne			  Father
David	Lightstone			   Father
Gillian Pincus			   Sister
Thea Valman			   Mother
Friday 29 OCTOBER
Maxine Burland			   Father
Michael Cohen			   Mother
Lotte Levy				    Father
Parviz	Namdar			   Wife
Tony Namdar			   Mother
Arnold Wagner			   Father
Ruth Warents			   Father

CONDOLENCES:
*  Stafford Fertleman, Howard Fertleman, Lynne Nathan and Tina Gold on the passing of their 
wife and mother Sheila Fertleman Z”L

*  Family and friends on the passing of Della Franklin Z”L

*  Fergal Davis on the passing of his father Kevin Michael Davis Z”L

CONSECRATIONS:  Please note these are being held privately with limited 
numbers.  If you wish to attend please call the family beforehand:
17/10/2021	 10:00 at Bushey New in memory of Sonya Daniels Z”L
17/10/2021	 14:30 at Bushey New in memory of Darren Bloom Z”L
20/10/2021	 12:00 at Bushey Old in memory of Pearl Trosser Z”L
22/10/2021	 11:00 at Bushey Old in memory of Moshe Nurtman Z”L
27/10/2021	 11:00 at Bushey Old in memory of Eric Tager Z”L

Gift Aid is a government initiative to encourage giving to 
charities. 

Signing up would maximise the value of 
your contributions made to Kinloss. 

Are you already signed up?
If you’re not sure or would like to sign up, please call the 

Kinloss Office to discusswith Denise or Shimon 
020 8346 8551


